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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 3512 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, SA 

SUBJECT: PRINCE ABDULLAH'S TIME INTERVIEW 

1 . WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN COMPLETE ENGLISH TEXT OF TIME INTERVIEW 
WITH NATIONAL 

GUARD COMMANDER PRINCE ABDULLAH BIN ABD AL-AZIZ, BUT SAUDI 
PRESS ON MAY 8 QUOTES HIM AS HAVING DENIED THAT THERE IS ANY 
LINKAGE BETWEEN F-15 DEAL AND PRICE OF OIL OR INCREASED OIL 
PRODUCTION OR U.S. ROLE IN TRAINING OF NATIONAL GUARD. HE 
IS ALSO REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT F-15 DEAL WAS IN NO WAY 
A TEST OF U.S. INTENTIONS. HE MAKES IT CLEAR IN OTHER PARTS 
OF THE INTERVIEW THAT SAG WOULD BE FREE TO CHOOSE ITS OWN 
PATH IF F-15 SALE WERE BLOCKED AND HE DECLINED TO SAY 
WHETHER SAG WOULD TURN TO FRENCH FOR PLANES. 

2. IN SIMILAR VEIN, PETROMIN SHAYKH AHMAD ZAKI YAMANI 
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IS QUOTED BY PRESS ON MAY 4 AS HAVING DENIED SAYING IN A 
WASHINGTON POST INTERVIEW THAT SAG OPPOSITION TO HIGHER 
OIL PRICES AND SUPPORT FOR U.S. DOLLAR WERE CONDITIONAL 
ON U.S. SALE OF F-15 PLANES TO SAUDI ARABIA. HE SAID 
IN HIS DENIAL THAT SAG'S POLICY ON THE DOLLAR AND OIL PRO- 
DUCTION RESTED ON INTRINSIC ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES AND THAT 
THERE COULD BE NO CHANGE UNLESS THOSE PRINCIPLES THEM- 
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SELVES CHANGED. INFORMATION MINISTER DR. MHUAMMAD ABDU 
YAMANI SAID ON MAY 3 SAME THING AS PETROMIN AND HE 
RULED OUT "AN EMOTIONAL REACTION TO A CONGRESSIONAL 
REJECTION". 

3. MODA PRINCE SULTAN BIN ABD AL-AZIZ TOLD AMBASSADOR 
ON APRIL 23 (SEE RIYADH 283) THAT CON- 
GRESSIONAL REJECTION OF F-15 DEAL WOULD NOT MEAN END OF 
U.S.-SAUDI FRIENDSHIP AND THAT FRIENDSHIP WAS TOO DEEP 
TO BE RUPTURED BY ONE SETBACK, EVEN THOUGH F-15 SALE 
WAS OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE TO SAUDI ARABIA. IN CON- 
TRAST TO LAST POINT, INFO MINISTER SAID ON MAY 3 THAT 
SIXTY PLANES WERE "MINOR PART OF OUR DEFENSE REQUIRE- 
MENTS," AND KING KHALID MADE SAME POINT IN HIS LETTER TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER DATED MAY 3 (SEE JIDDA 3436). 

4. COMMENT: THESE STATEMENTS CONTRAST WITH WHAT HAS 
BEEN SAID PRIVATELY OVER PAST FEW MONTHS ABOUT F-15 
DEAL BEING TEST. WE THINK SAG STILL VIEWS IT AS TEST 

OF U.S. RELIABILITY AS SOURCE FOR ITS DEFENSE NEEDS EVEN 
IF IT IS NOT TEST OF FRIENDSHIP AND U.S. INTENTIONS. 

NOW THAT THIS LINE HAS SURFACED SO STRONGLY IN DEBATE OVER 
F-15 PLANCES, SAG MAY FEAR THAT IT MAKES SAUDI ARABIA LOOK 
LIKE IT IS ENGAGING IN BLACKMAIL, SOMTHING WHICH SAUDIS 
REALIZE COULD BE USED AGAINST THEM BY PRO-ISEAELI LOBBY. 
SAUDIS MAY THEREFORE BE TRYING TO PLAY DOWN TEST ASPECT OF 
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F-15 DEAL. 

WILEY 
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